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COMMISSION ON TEACHER CREDENTIALING 
 

Application for 
Education Specialist Preliminary Credential Work Group 

 
The Commission on Teacher Credentialing has participated in several initiatives within the past two 
years to improve the preparation of educators serving students with disabilities. Some of the recent 
policy decisions include the adoption of Teaching Performance Expectations that apply to all prospective 
teachers in California and the expectation that all teaching credential candidates would complete a 
Teaching Performance Assessment (TPA). 
 
The Commission has determined that all teachers need to be better prepared to teach students with 
disabilities and has adopted revised TPEs. These TPEs will define a portion of the preparation for special 
education teachers but it is necessary to identify the knowledge and skills that a special education 
teacher needs in addition to the TPEs. Therefore, the Commission is seeking applications for individuals 
to serve as part of a work group to determine what knowledge, skills, and abilities are to be included in 
the preliminary portion of an Education Specialist educator preparation program and to suggest possible 
changes to the education specialist credential structure. The work group will consist of members who 
are California PK-12 educators and IHE teacher educators in both general education and special 
education, local education agency representatives, educator preparation candidates, parents of K-12 
students, as well as experts in low incidence areas of special education.  
 
The Role of the Education Specialist Preliminary Credential Work Group 
Work Group members will serve under the direction of the Commission on Teacher Credentialing to 
review and recommend a possible credential structure for Education Specialist licensure in California.  
After reviewing the Teaching Performance Expectations required for all educators, work group members 
will focus on identifying the additional knowledge, skills and abilities necessary to authorize the 
candidate to teach students with disabilities and receive an Education Specialist credential. During the 
meetings members will receive a comprehensive orientation so they may effectively understand and 
carry out the required activities.  
 
Location and Time of Meeting 
The reviewers will participate in meetings on the following dates: 
 

October 4-5, 2016 
November 1-2, 2016 
January 24-25, 2017 (tentative) 
February 28-March 1, 2017 (tentative) 
 

The meeting will start at 10:30 am on the first day and end at 3:00 pm on the second day. Lodging at a 
hotel within walking distance to the Commission in Sacramento for these meetings will be contracted 
and paid for by CTC staff. The meetings will be held at the Commission on Teacher Credentialing offices 
at 1900 Capitol Avenue, Sacramento. Each reviewer is expected to (a) attend all meetings, (b) 
participate actively in the meetings, (c) review written materials in preparation for the meetings, and (d) 
reflect on multiple perspectives regarding this complex issue. 
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Qualifications 
Education Specialist Preliminary Credential Work Group Members need one or more of the following 
qualification:   

 California PK-12 educator with at least three years of experience with providing instruction or 
services to general education and/or special education students and is currently serving public 
school students. 

 California teacher educator who has at least three years of experience in a CA teacher 
preparation program.     

 Director or administrator of a teacher preparation program.                    

 Candidate in an educator preparation program. 

 K12 student with an IEP. 

 California educator who has expertise in teaching English learners with disabilities. 

 California parent of student(s) with an IEP. 

 California educator or teacher educator representing one of the following low incidence areas: 
VI, DHH, PHI, Moderate/Severe. 

 
Reimbursement of Expenses 
The Commission will pay necessary travel and lodging expenses for the Education Specialist Preliminary 
Credential Work Group members. If necessary, the Commission will also reimburse school districts for 
the cost of a substitute teacher for work group members who are classroom teachers. The Commission 
cannot provide stipends or honoraria. 
 
Application Instructions 

1. Complete the electronic application at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2016SpEdWorkGroup   

2. Submit a resume/vita highlighting the applicant’s relevant education and experience in 
California public school districts or counties, or institutions of higher education.  Please limit 
your resume/vita to no more than three pages. Please label your attachment that includes your 
resume as your last name-first name (i.e. solari-sarah.pdf) 

3. Submit the responses to the two short answer questions as explained in the electronic 
application.  Please label your responses with your last name (i.e., solari.doc) and send with 
resume/vita as an attachment via email to ssolari@ctc.ca.gov.  

 
Questions 
If you have any questions, please contact Sarah Solari, Professional Services Division, via email at 
ssolari@ctc.ca.gov.  
 

 
Completed applications must be submitted to the Commission by  

                                                     September 7, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. 
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